
Operating Budget 

The M - 8 9  biennial budget for the State of 
Wasbgtcm adopted during the 1987 session of 
the Legislature totals $17568 billion. Of that 
tot4 SlO.176 billion is from the state's general 
fund, S2.661 billion is from the federal govern- 
ment and $4.730 bitlion is from other state soar- 
ces. 
The totd budget represents a 12.4% increase 

over tbe 1985-87 state budget. The largest in- 
crease in expenditures is from the federal 
government which increased 226% M e  state 
general fund expenditures increased 9.7%. 
These percentage increases are low by historical 
standards. Not h c e  the 1971-73 biennium has 
the state experienced a growth rate in state 
general fund exptnditures below 10% for a two 
year period. h terms of expenditures from all 
funds, the 12.4% growth rate was bed in 
every biennium since the 1971-73 biennium (see 
historical infomation in subsequent cbarts). 

The state general fund increase equates to a 
$8% d o n  increase over the prior state 
budget. About $426 million ofthis increase was 
needed simply to continue the 1985-87 expendi- 
tures into the new bidurn. The cost of con- 
tinuing edsting programs into the new biennium 
takes into account such costs as iuflatiw and 
the annual cost of programs started during the 
last fiscal period of thc prior biennial budget. 
The remainder of the budget increase, totalling 
about $470 million, is for new or e n h a d  state 
programs. Improvements to the state's educa- 
tion system accounted for almost two-thirds of 
the increase in the state general fund budget. 
The largest share of education irnprovtments 

went to increase cortege faculty and school 
teacher salaries and to improve class size and 
other hstruction support services. A 3% state 
employee salary increase each y;ear of the new 
biennium, a new basic health care plan, ex- 
panded medical and dental care for needy 
people, improved water quality in the Puget 
Sound and other prqyam cbmges account for 
the balance of the budget Increase. 

The overall growth from existing state tax 
sources enabled the LegistatPre to adopi the 
1987-89 budget, including program enhance- 
meats, without inmasing taxes. 

Budget Highlights 
(General Fundatate) 

H@l@ts at a glance. The 19Qn Legislature 
provided the following major enhancements to 
government services. Greater delair on all these 
items and more are contained in the body of the 
publication. 



S ~ ~ t i o a / S 1 ' 7 , 6 0 0  
I+Ahim-T&Salary 

K-3 Class Siae Impnwement 
(52/53..1000 with NERC) 

Pr-tal Cam 
Early Childhood Education 
VOC-Tech 
EaroUment Eqmsion 
Equipment 

Drop-Out Progrruns 
SCJlwIs fm the mt ceatury 
Adult Literacy (Even Start) 
~ 0 n C L i a t c s ~ m  
SOIC aperating 
Bloclr Grants 
Total 

Salaryheases 
Ies-wal S u m  & Equipment 
FIciat Aid 
Plant ~e~ 
Summer Term Fmdiug 
Distingukhed Professom 
MinQrityRetxuimeat 
CC Fadty Salary  tion on 
Other 

(SWW Joint Center, 
Spokaae Health Center, 
Ad& Literacy, e t ~ ]  

TetaI $152.9 

LowWapEtvner Sf63 Automated $55 
SalaqIncmses (Nme Aides, F i p W  I d e ~ ~ ~ t i o n  Sgstem 
Chon Service Workers, etc,) 

C U b M e e s  17.4 
(Child P r o w  Services 
and Mental Heal&) 

Eqmded Mdd, 
Dental arrd Prenatal Care 

Basic Health Plan 19.1 
Tow $ $83 

Salary Iacreases 
for State Employee5 
(State Personnel B m d l  

Natuml Resource Enhancements 

Washington Teeha01ogy Center 
T i r S  Fish, Wddlife Agreement 
Depamunt of Wddlife 
m e t  S o d  Plan - 
Statewide Water Quality Efforts 

Total 

General Government Enhancements 

Legal Services Augmentation $2.5 
Dept. of Reventie - 4"9 

(Data Systems hpwvements and 
Increased Audit & Appeals Staff) 

Total $7.4 


