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Proposed Budget Recommendations -
Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government 

and Audit Review

Agency Appropriations Detail    

Enclosed is the recommended funding for items in agency budgets and programs
reviewed by the subcommittee for the 2008 supplemental operating budget.  These are within the
Governor's spending level as was requested by Appropriations Committee leadership.  Following
are a number of important priorities that will continue to be focused on this session and in
coming sessions.  

Subcommittee Priorities

In addition to developing and considering bills and other proposals regarding
environmental protection, access to justice, community and economic development, and other
general government and natural resources programs, the subcommittee will continue efforts to
make progress in the following areas: 

• FTE's - Develop and implement a more thorough process to analyze and monitor FTEs
throughout state government and the relationship of FTEs to appropriations, especially
vacant FTEs.

• IT projects - Continue efforts to improve state IT infrastructure through more effective
strategic planning, better review of project proposals and project development, and more
oversight of project implementation by the legislature, OFM, DIS, and the Information
Services Board.

• Efficiency and accountability  - Continue to emphasize and encourage improvements in
the operation of state government through programs and efforts focusing on better
planing, management, quality, service, and accountability such as the Priorities of 
Government process, GMAP, the performance audit process, and  through participation
in quality management programs.  Include in the subcommittee's interim schedule the
review of existing programs (base budget) regarding the extent to which they are meeting
goals and legislative intent, possible efficiency improvements, and other performance and
budget measures. 

• Performance audits -   Improve the I-900 performance audit process by more public and
legislative involvement of the selection process, improve the audits themselves, and
monitor the implementation of recommendations contained in performance audits.
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Agency Appropriations
Detail
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Appropriations Subcommittee on General Government & Audit Review
2008 Supplemental Budget Language Recommendation

1.  Department of Personnel

Summary: Requires that the $1.5 m, Data Processing Revolving Account, authorized for E-
Recruiting service improvements be approved by the director of DIS.

Proviso:
The department is authorized to expend $1,500,000 for improvements to the functionality

and stability of the online recruiting portion of the human resources management system.  These
expenditures on improvements to the online recruiting system shall not be made until both the
plan for improvements and any contracts entered into to implement those improvements are
approved by the director of the department of information systems.

2.  Office of Public Defense

Summary: Directs the OPD to notify the Legislature regarding the number of juveniles who are
not represented by a public or private attorney at their initial appearance hearings, and on the
status of implementation of recommendations of the WSBA's Committee on Public Defense.

Proviso:
The office shall notify the appropriate committees of the legislature regarding the number

of juveniles who are not represented by either a public or private attorney at their initial
appearance hearings on a county-by-county basis, including information on the type of
appearance at which the juvenile was not represented, whether the juvenile was detained or
bound over for trial at a subsequent proceeding, and shall also provide the same legislative
committees an update on the status of the implementation of the Washington state bar
association committee on public defense recommendations regarding juvenile defense and
representation.

3.  Department of General Administration

Summary: GA will not reduce services or increase rates to state agencies during the 2007-09
biennium and will work with OFM to end the practice of cross-subsidization between business
lines within the GA Services Account.  Rates developed for the 2009-11 biennium must reflect
the cost of services provided to state agencies and set rates so that no line of business has a fund
balance greater than ten days of working capital.   Balance sheets for each line of business to
shall be submitted to OFM and the Legislature by August 31, 2008.

Proviso:
During the 2007-09 biennium the department will not reduce services or increase rates to
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state agencies.  Furthermore, the department shall work with the office of financial management
in order to end the practice of cross-subsidization between business lines within the general
administration services account. State agency rates developed for the 2009-11 biennium must
reflect the actual cost of services provided to state agencies pursuant to RCW 39.34.130 and
federal rules.  For each division the department shall set rates so that a fund balance of no more
than ten days of working capital reserves is maintained. By August 31, 2008 the department shall
submit to the office of financial management and the fiscal committees of the Legislature
balance sheets for each line of business that shall inform the basis for agency rate development
for the forthcoming biennium.  

4.  Department of General Administration

Summary: The GA will respond to the State Auditor's Motor Pool Audit of the Department.

Proviso:
The department shall submit a report to the office of financial management and the fiscal

committees of the Legislature that responds to each of the state auditor’s motor pool audit
recommendations by August 31, 2008.  This report shall consist of recommendations that have
been adopted by the department, progress made towards achieving those recommendations not
yet completed, and justification for why the department is unable to fulfill any of the
recommendations in said report.  

5.  Attorney General

Summary: Directs the Agency to submit a staffing model for the Sexually Violent Predator
program to support funding requests.

Proviso Language:
$732,000 of the legal services revolving account appropriation for the biennium ending

June 30, 2009 is provided solely for casework associated with the sexually violent predator
population.  The amount provided in this subsection is dependent upon the agency submitting a
staffing model that supports the need for increased resources to the office of financial
management and the fiscal committees of the Legislature by August 31, 2008.

6. Secretary of State

Summary: Directs the agency to enter into a contract with the City of Seattle to clarify the
ownership boundaries of the shared building and to contract with an appraiser to identify the
value of both parts of the building that the Washington Talking Book and Braille Library shares
with the Seattle Public Library.

Proviso:
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$341,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2009 is provided solely
for the Washington talking book and braille library.  The amount provided in this subsection is
dependent on a legal contract that delineates the ownership of the building at 821 lenora street in
Seattle between the Seattle public library and the Washington state library.  Additionally, each
part of the building divided through a memorandum of understanding between the city of Seattle
and the office of the secretary of state must have an appraisal completed by November 1, 2008.

7.  Secretary of State

Summary: Directs the Secretary of State to not reduce services provided by the Elections
Divison.

Proviso Language:
The office of the secretary of state may not reduce any services related to elections

during the 2007-09 biennium.

8.  Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development

Summary: Directs the Department to not increase the amount of administrative overhead
currently allotted to the Court Crime Victims Advocate Program.

Proviso:
$750,000 of the general fund--state appropriation for fiscal year 2009 is provided solely

for pass through to support county superior courts with the department's crime victims advocate
program.  The department may not retain use any of the amount in this subsection for
administrative costs.

9.  Dept of Fish and Wildlife

Proviso: State funding for additional selective fisheries is provided contingent upon receipt of
Federal match funding.

10.  Dept of Fish and Wildlife
Summary:  Derelict Fishing Gear removal and training for removal.

Proviso:
Contingent upon match funding from Canada, one-time funding of $50,000 is provided

for the Department to work with the Northwest Straits Commission to provide training to the
British Columbia Ministry of Environment and other Canadian partners on methods used to
remove derelict gear in marine waters along the United States and Canada border.  Upon
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completion of the training, ongoing funding of $100,000 is provided for the Department to work
with the Northwest Straits Commission to remove derelict fishing gear in Washington waters.

11.  Department of Ecology

Proviso: The Climate Change Action Team shall review the current infrastructure capacity and
time needed to add new infrastructure capacity in meeting goals identified in SB 6001.

10.  Puget Sound Partnership

Proviso: Funding of $550,000 from the state toxics control account is provided solely for the
Partnership to work in consultation with the Department of Ecology on implementing clean up
projects.  

11.  Department of Natural Resources

Proviso: One-time funding is provided for the Department to coordinate with the Puget Sound
Partnership to complete a final Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for state-owned aquatic lands
and an Environmental Impact Statement by June 2009.

12.  Department of Ecology

Summary: Office of regulatory assistance shall transfer existing FTE's from Ecology to ORA.

13.  Department of Ecology

Summary: Kittitas County Groundwater Study requires that the Department shall develop a
standard protocol that would be used as a state-wide action plan to conduct ground water studies.

14.  Department of Ecology

Summary: Make Lake Roosevelt Water Available
Proviso:  The Department shall provide a report to the legislature by December 1, 2008, which
includes (1) an assessment of the ongoing impacts to local governments that may result in
ongoing payments and (2) a water resource plan to provide increased water availability in areas
north and north east of  Lake Roosevelt.
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15. Department of Ecology

Proviso: The Department shall develop a standard state-wide protocol for surface water
monitoring to utilize information from other entities, including other state agencies, local
governments and volunteer groups.

16.  Department of Ecology

Proviso: The Department shall survey land under its stewardship in Skagit County for noxious
weeds as identified by the noxious weed board and eradicate identified noxious weeds.

17.  The Office of Financial Management

Summary:  Directs OFM to consolidate the budget related to FTEs and other objects currently
spread between the Office of the Governor, the Department of Information Services, and the
Department of Ecology to the Governor's Office of Regulatory Assistance.

Proviso:
The office of financial management shall transfer all budget authority and resources

currently dedicated to the office of regulatory assistance to the office of the Governor.  This
transfer shall net to zero and budgets in the department of information services and the
department of ecology must be reduced in accordance with the increase in the office of
regulatory assistance.

18.  Other

Summary: Continue the IT Work group established in Section 962 of SHB 1128 (2007-09
operating budget)
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