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Proposed Budget Recommendations -
Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

Agency Appropriations Detail

Enclosed is the recommended funding for items in agency budgets and programs
reviewed by the subcommittee for the 2008 supplemental operating budget. These are within the
Governor's spending level as was requested by Appropriations Committee leadership.

Following are a number of important goals that the legislature should make progress on,
either this session (if additional funding above the Governor's level is available for the House
budget) or in subsequent sessions.

Goals

Early Learning

. Additional funding to transform the state early childhood education and assistance
program (ECEAP) into a Washington State Head Start program. The new Washington
State Head Start program and the federal Head Start program will appear identical to
clients.

. Additional funding to support home visitation programs which help vulnerable families
better prepare their young children to learn.

K-12 Public Schools

. Continued_enhancements to basic funding for districts to strengthen the state’s program
of basic education. Maintaining high academic standards will require continued
investments in such basics as funding for textbooks and computers, as well as early
intervention programs that invest in students before they require remediation. Continue
efforts to increase student's math and science skills through quality math and science
teachers and innovative programs.

. Additional funding to restore Initiative 732 cost-of-living salary adjustments suspended
during the 2003-05 biennium and to address salary equity issues. Adequate
compensation ensures that educator salaries in Washington attract and retain highly
qualified professionals to the field of education.

. Additional funding to support student success in high school including_career technical
education and programs to support high school completion.
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. Additional funding for programs that address the achievement gap prevalent for low-
income and minority students in our state. Programs that identify the gifts and talents of
students from underserved populations are critical to closing the achievement gap.

Higher Education

. Additional funding to improve access to higher education through expanding the
Opportunity Grants program and enhancing dual credit programs.

. Additional funding to increase faculty salaries in community and technical colleges,
address salary equity issues, and restore Initiative 732 cost-of-living salary adjustments
suspended during the 2003-05 biennium.
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e PSAT funding in collaboration with the Mentoring
Advanced Placement (MAP) program -- designed to
identify students talented iIn math and science early
in high school by making PSAT test available at no
cost. Eligible students will be mentored and
encouraged to take advanced placement courses.

(xii) $499,000 of the general fund-state appropriation for fiscal
year 2009 is provided solely for reimbursement to school districts for
the cost of making the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT)
available to all 9th grade students free of cost. School districts shall

submit evidence from the test provider to the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction verifying the number of tests
completed and scored. Upon notice of verification the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall reimburse individual school
districts for the number of tests taken at a state-wide per test rate.

e Bilingual Educator Pilot Program -- designed to
identify and mentor talented bilingual high school
students to become teachers in schools with high
English language learner populations.

(xiii) $150,000 of the general fund-state appropriation for fiscal

year 2009 is provided solely for a pilot project to encourage bilingual
high school students to pursue public school teaching as a profession.
Using the full amounts of the appropriation under this subsection, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall contract with
the latino/a educational achievement project (LEAP) to work with school
districts to identify and mentor not fewer than fifty bilingual students
in their junior year of high school, encouraging them to become bilingual
instructors in schools with high English language learner populations.
Students shall be mentored by bilingual teachers and complete a
curriculum developed and approved by the participating districts.

e Safe and Drug Free Schools -- Funding in FY09 for the
safe and drug free schools program to mitigate the
impacts of federal cut backs to this program.

(v) $10,344,000 of the general fund--federal appropriation is
provided for safe and drug free schools and communities grants for drug
and violence prevention activities and strategies and $800,000 of the
general fund--state appropriation for fiscal year 2009 is provided solely
for a one-time backfill of the federal reductions to the safe and drug
free schools and communities grant program.

e WASL changes -- Funding In FY09 is reduced from the
Governor’s level. $2.59 million for classroom-based
diagnostic assessments proposed in the Governor’s
budget is funded out of an existing proviso in the
base budget providing $4.9 million for diagnostic
testing In the education legacy trust account.
Furthermore, savings of $2.25 million in FY09 is
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assumed from reallocation within existing OSPI
resources and efficiencies in the WASL contractor
procurement process.

(1) $19,966,000 of the general fund-state appropriation for
fiscal year 2008, (($19;9465000)) $32,369,000 of the general fund--
state appropriation for fiscal year 2009, and $15,870,000 of the
general fund--federal appropriation are provided solely for development
and implementation of the Washington assessments of student learning
(WASL), including:(a) Development and implementation of retake
assessments for high school students who are not successful in one or
more content areas of the WASL ((and));(b) development and
implementation of alternative assessments or appeals procedures to
implement the certificate of academic achievement. The superintendent
of public instruction shall report quarterly on the progress on
development and implementation of alternative assessments or appeals
procedures. Within these amounts, the superintendent of public
instruction shall contract for the early return of 10th grade student
WASL results, on or around June 10th of each year.

e LAP enhancement for districts with concentrations of
ELL students -- $1.5 million is provided in FY09 to
support an additional allocation of LAP units for
school districts with a) free/reduced lunch eligible
populations exceeding 40%, and b) bilingual student
populations exceeding 20% of total enrollment.
Funding varies by eligible district depending on the
degree to which a district’s bilingual population
exceeds 20%. 1t i1s estimated that there are 25
districts which would qualify for additional funding
under this formula.

From Learning Assistance Program language:

(e) In addition to the amounts allocated in (b), (c¢), and (d) of
this subsection, an additional amount shall be allocated to school
districts with high concentrations of poverty and English language
learner students, subject to the following rules and conditions:

(i) _To qualify for additional funding under this subsection,
a district’s October headcount enrollment in grades kindergarten through
grade twelve must have at least 20 percent enrolled in the transitional
bilingual 1instruction program based on an average of the program
headcount taken in October and May of the prior school year; and must
also have at least forty percent eligible for free or reduced price lunch
based on October headcount enrollment in grades Kkindergarten through
twelve in the prior school year.

(ii) Districts meeting the specifications in (i) of this
subsection shall receive additional funded students for the learning
assistance program at the rates specified in 1(b) of this section. The
number of additional funded student units shall be calculated by
subtracting twenty percent from the district®s percent transitional
bilingual instruction program enrollment and the resulting percent shall
be multiplied by the district"s Kkindergarten through twelve annual
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average full-time equivalent enrollment for the prior school year.

e Classroom-based diagnostic assessments — the
classroom-based diagnostic assessments proposed in the
Governor’s budget are to be funded out of an existing
appropriation for diagnostic assessments included in
the education legacy trust account.

(3) %$4,900,000 of the education legacy trust account--state
appropriation are provided solely for the development and implementation
of diagnostic assessments, subject to the following terms and conditions:

(i) a maximum of $2,540,000 of the funding provided in this
subsection shall support the development and implementation of voluntary
classroom-based diagnostic assessments and progress monitoring tools for
all subject areas 1included in the WASL by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction;

(ii) $2,360,000 of the funding provided in this subsection
is provided for allocations to school districts to purchase assessment
tools which supplement the system of diagnostic tests developed by the
office of the superintendent of public instruction as described in
subsection (i).

e Safety net rule changes — Funding is provided to cover
the increased costs associated with three rule changes
to the safety net application process proposed by the
office of the superintendent of public iInstruction for
the 2008-09 fiscal year.

(9) The superintendent of public instruction may adopt such rules and
procedures as are necessary to administer the special education funding
and safety net award process. Prior to revising any standards,
procedures, or rules, the superintendent shall consult with the office of
financial management and the fiscal committees of the legislature.

(a) Funding provided in this section is sufficient to cover the
increased costs in the 2008-2009 school year associated with the safety
net rule changes proposed by the superintendent of public instruction as
described in official correspondence to the chairpersons of the fiscal
committees of the legislature dated November 28, 2007.

e Promoting Academic Success — $3.7 million is provided
to expand the allowable uses of Tfunding for the
Promoting Academic Success program to include programs
for 9% and 10" graders at risk of failing the WASL.
Estimated recoveries from school districts under
existing gqguidelines for FYO7 are approximately $7
million.

The appropriations in this section are subject to the Tfollowing
conditions and limitations:

(1) The amounts appropriated in this section are provided solely for
remediation for students who a) have not met standard in one or more
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content areas of the Washington assessment of student learning in the
spring of their tenth grade year or on a subsequent retake, or b) ninth
and tenth grade students determined to be at risk of not passing one or
more content areas of the WASL based on eighth grade assessment scores
and teacher evaluations. Students who have already taken the tenth grade
Washington assessment of student learning and failed one or more subject
areas receive priority for all promoting academic success programs. The
funds may be used for extended learning activities, including summer
school, before and after school, Saturday classes, skill seminars,
assessment preparation, and in-school or out-of-school tutoring.
Extended learning activities may occur on the school campus, via the
internet, or at other locations and times that meet student needs. Funds
allocated under this section shall not be considered basic education
funding. Amounts allocated under this section shall fund new extended
learning opportunities, and shall not supplant funding for existing
programs and services.

(2) School district allocations for promoting academic success
programs shall be calculated as follows:

(a) Allocations shall be made to districts only for students
actually served in a promoting academic success program.

(b) A portion of the district®"s annual student units shall be the
number of content area assessments (reading, writing, and mathematics) on
which eleventh and twelfth grade students were more than one standard
error of measurement from meeting standard on the WASL in their most
recent attempt to pass the WASL.

(c) The other portion of the district"s annual student units shall
be the number of content area assessments (reading, writing, and
mathematics) on which eleventh and twelfth grade students were less than
one standard error of measurement from meeting standard but did not meet
standard on the WASL in their most recent attempt to pass the WASL.

(d) Districts with at least one but less than 20 student units
combining the student units generated from (b) and (c) of this subsection
shall be counted as having 20 student units for the purposes of the
allocations in (e) and (F)(i) of this subsection.

(e) Allocations for certificated instructional staff salaries and
benefits shall be determined using formula-generated staff units
calculated pursuant to this subsection. Ninety-four hours of
certificated instructional staff units are allocated per 13.0 student
units as calculated under (a) of this subsection and thirty-four hours of
certificated instructional staff units are allocated per 13.0 student
units as calculated under (b) of this subsection. Allocations for
salaries and benefits for the staff units calculated under this
subsection shall be calculated in the same manner as provided under
section 503 of this act. Salary and benefit increase funding for staff
units generated under this section is included iIn section 504 of this
act.

() The fTollowing additional allocations are provided per student
unit, as calculated in (a) and (b) of this subsection:

(1) $12.80 in school year 2007-08 and $13.07 in school year 2008-09
for maintenance, operations, and transportation;

(ii) $12.29 in school year 2007-08 and $12.55 in school year 2008-09
for pre- and post-remediation assessments;

(iii) $17.41 in school year 2007-08 and $17.77 in school year 2008-
09 per reading remediation student unit;

(iv) $8.19 in school year 2007-08 and $8.36 in school year 2008-09
per mathematics remediation student unit; and

(v) $8.19 in school year 2007-08 and $8.36 in school year 2008-09

Prepared by the Office of Program Research



per writing remediation student unit.

() The superintendent of public instruction shall distribute school
year allocations according to the monthly apportionment schedule defined
in RCW 28A.510.250.

(3) By November 15th of each year, the office of the superintendent
of public instruction shall report to the appropriate committees of the
legislature and to the office of financial management on the use of these
funds in the prior school year, including the types of assistance
selected by students, the number of students receiving each type of
assistance, and the impact on WASL test scores. The office of the
superintendent for public instruction shall complete its review and make
adjustments to district reporting procedures to ensure consistency of
reporting categories and minimize district administrative workload.

(4) School districts may carry over from one year to the next up to
20 percent of funds allocated under this program((G—hewevers)).
Carryover Tunds shall be expended for ((premoting—academic—suecess
programs)) extended learning activities as described in subsection (1) of
this section.

(5) It is the intent of the legislature that funding generated under
this section by students attending skills centers shall follow the
student to the skills center in proportion to their full-time enrollment
status at the skills center and their home district, if the skills center
of attendance offers extended learning programs consistent with those
described in (1) of this section.

E-rate initiative — OSPI is asked to follow-up on findings
in the state auditor’s office relative to districts not
maximizing their eligibility for federal funding under the
e-rate program. No funding is provided.

(ii) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
coordinate, in collaboration with educational service districts, a system
of outreach to school districts not currently maximizing their
eligibility for federal e-rate funding through the schools and libraries
program administered by the federal communications commission. By
December 15, 2008, the office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall issue a report to the fiscal committees of the Ilegislature
identifying school districts which were eligible but did not apply for e-
rate funding for the last two years, and an estimate of the amounts for
which they were eligible in those years. The report shall also include
recommendations for following-up on the findings relative to the e-rate
program contained in the state auditor’s performance audit of educational
service districts completed September, 2007.
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